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June
Happenings

June 1
Rain Barrel Workshop
9 a.m.-12 p.m.
Mariners’ Museum
Call VCE Office 591-4838 to register.

June 5
NNMGA Monthly Business Meeting
VCE Office 
10 a.m. 
Guest Speaker: Karen Duhring VIMS
“Bayscapes”

June 3, 17
Grin and Grow Garden
Maintenance Days
10 a.m. 
Contact Sue Chapman for more infor-
mation.

June 6
City Center Farmers’ Market 
Info Booth
9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Contact Alison DeWitt or Christina 
Verderosa for more information. 

June 7, 14, 21, 28
Horticulture Therapy
James River Convalescent Center 
10:15 a.m.
Donations of flowers are welcome.
Contact Kathy Gallo for more infor-
mation.

continued on page 5

(Back row) Master Gardeners Janet Rash, Vanessa Connell, Carol Chubb, 
Ashley Powell and Chrstina Verderosa joined (front row) Jim Orband and 
Cathy Lewis for a live broadcast of “Hearsay” on WHRV radio.

EMGs attend “Hear-
Say” broadcast
Cathy Lewis brought her radio show 
“HearSay” to Newport News and 
brought retired VCE Agent and garden 
guru Jim Orband with her. So it was 
only logical that the Newport News 
Master Gardeners were there too.
The show was broadcast live from the 
Mariners’ Museum April 16 and the 
Master Gardeners who attended got to 
ask Orband their questions, but they 
also got an inside look at how a radio 
show is produced.

It all started with producer Paul Bibeau 
explaining how things would work 
and gathering questions from the audi-
ence members. Lewis and Orband then 
came in,  along with their guests Court-
nay Gilmore, co-chair of the Hamp-
ton/Newport News Garden  Tour, and 
Howard Hoege III, CEO of the Mari-
ners’ Museum and Park. They orga-
nized their notes, discussed the format, 

continued on page 5



President’s Message
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Time for a musical interlude
To the tune of THERE’S NO BUSINESS LIKE SHOW BUSINESS (with a most sincere apology to Irving Berlin) 
Our real business is people business we teach wherever we go... 
We reach out to the kids in all our classrooms, 
We talk to garden clubs around the town, 
We host Go Green to educate the masses, 
Our Speaker’s Bureau deserves a crown. 
Our strength is in the research, it’s done at Tech as you know... 
Even if they hate the bees around them, 
and if they want grass without a weed, 
Or if they think Bradfords are the real gem, 
We get to tell them, just what they need. 
We’re dedicated to science, and we give it free of charge... 
We spread the facts, they really are terrific, 
We’ll teach you that a vole is not a mole, 
We’ll get down to the truth and be specific, 
About our natives, we do cajole. 
So go out to your neighbors, and tell all that you see... 
We are here to help you do it safely, 
And our way is healthy for the world, 
We care about our Earth, and all that’s in it, 
Our MG banner, it is unfurled. 
(BIG FINISH!) 
Yesterday they told you you could spray with ease, And now we know of the harm to bees, 
Today you have the knowledge to help save the trees, Let’s go out there and showwwwww... 
LET’S - GO - OUT - THERE - AND - GROW! 
Happy summer everyone!
-Janet (and Irving) 

From Janet’s 
garden
Here are some deciduous azaleas in 
Janet Rash’s garden.  She purchased 
them at Forest Lane Botanicals in Wil-
liamsburg.  They are hybrids of native 
azaleas.

Get credit for all you do—
Report your hours in VMS.



Books Study Group News
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The Book Study Group selection for 
June is Linda Chalker-Scott’s How 

Plants Work; The science behind the 

amazing things plants do. The Group 
will meet for lunch and discussion 
Monday, June 24 at 11:30 a.m. The lo-

cation will be determined later.
According to the review on www.
barnesandnoble.com, the author asks 
many of the questions, we have of-
ten asked. “Why do container plants 
wilt even when they’ve been regu-
larly watered? Why did the hydrangea 
that thrived last year never bloom this 
year? Plant physiology—the study of 
how living things function—can solve 
these and most other problems garden-
ers regularly encounter. In How Plants 

Work, horticulture expert Linda Chalk-
er-Scott brings the stranger-than-fiction 
science of the plant world to vivid life. 
She uncovers the mysteries of how and 
why plants do the things they do, and 
arms you with fascinating knowledge 
that will change the way you garden.”
Master Gardeners can earn CE hours 
for reading and discussing the books. 
Interns are welcome to participate, al-
though their hours will not count to-
ward fulfilling their initial 50 hour re-
quirement. Members of other units are 
also welcome.
For more information, contact Jimmie 
Espich.

continued from page 1

June Happenings

June 11
Deadline for July newsletter. 
Send articles, pictures, recipes, tidbits 
etc. to verderosachristina@yahoo.com.

June 17, 18
Trex Drop Off.
Please bring your Trex plastic to the 
VCE office these days or the day of 
the monthly meeting. Please do not 
bring plastic on other days.

June 24
Book Study Group
“How Plants Work”
11:30 a.m. Location: TBA
Contact Jimmie Espich for more infor-
mation.

Daylily festival coming to NBG
The Tidewater Daylily Society will 
hold its 13th Annual Daylily Festival 
on June 23 at Norfolk Botanical Gar-
den. The festival will feature a plant 
sale, flower show, dividing demonstra-
tion and design show. 
There are some new features this year. 
Children under 18, accompanied by a 
parent, will receive a free daylily. Also 
adults can go to the website tidewater-
daylilysociety.org to obtain a coupon 
for a free daylily.
There will also be face painting and a 
food truck from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. The 
festivities will open at 10 a.m. with a 
daylily walking tour.

The plant sale will feature over 150 dif-
ferent varieties -- all with a photo and 
description.  This year, there will be 
spiders, doubles, all kinds of colors and 
sizes -- something for everyone.  Each 
daylily costs only $5 for a double fan, 
so visitors are advised to arrive early 
to make sure they get what they want.  
Quantities are limited.
The public is also invited to display 
daylilies at the show. Membership in 
the Daylily Society is not required. 
Daylily proponents call their favorite 
plants “the perfect perennial.” There 
is no charge for admission to the show, 
but admission to the Garden is not in-
cluded.

In memory of 
Leonard 
“Lenny” 

Schneider, 
husband of 

Susan 
Schneider

If you wish to send a card
contact information is in 

the roster on VMS.
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It’s mulch and more day at the 
Grin and Grow Garden

It was a windy day in a muddy field, 
but that wasn’t enough to stop Mulch 
Day at the Grin and Grow Garden in 
Riverview Farm Park. Master Gar-
deners came out to spread mulch in 
the native tree garden, and to com-
plete other maintenance tasks to get 
ready for spring.
Top left: Newport News EMGs and 
friends spread mulch around the 
trees.
Bottom left: Lee Landers (second 
from left) dug out this huge clump 
of switch grass. Janet Rash, Gary 
Wright and Donald Sasso also con-
tribute to the digging and replanting.
The object was to fill in the whole 
bed and keep out weeds.
Below right: Intern Evangeline Yo-
der rakes mulch carefully around a 
tree.
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put on their headphones and got ready 
to go. 
Lewis’ talk show airs on WHRV ra-
dio (89.5 FM) every Monday through 
Wednesday. The third Tuesday of the 
month is garden day when Orband 
comes on the show to answer listen-
ers’ garden questions. Since the show 
was being broadcast on location, there 
were only questions from Facebook or 
the audience giving the MGs present a 
great opportunity to get answers from 
an expert.

Radio
continued from page 1

The program started with Hoege dis-
cussing what’s new at the Mariners’ 
Museum. Since the museum went to 
a $1 admission charge, attendance has 
increased by 263%. Hoege said this fit 
in with the museum’s mission to, “to 
connect people to the world’s waters.”
Gilmour spoke about the upcom-
ing tours for Historic Garden Week 
in Hampton and Newport News. The 
Garden Clubs of Virginia have been 
sponsoring these tours for 86 years to 
raise money to help preserve historic 

Top (left to right) Jim Orband, Cathy Lewis and Courtnay Gilmore get 
ready to go on the air. Below (left to right) Sally Young, Megan Tierney, 
Yvonne Hurst , Janet Rash, Carol Chubb and Vanessa Connell eagerly 
await the start of the show.

gardens in Virginia. In 2020 the Garden 
Clubs of Virginia will mark their 100th 
anniversary.
The third guest Chris Epps spoke about 
the upcoming Virginia Urban Agricul-
tural Summit. Urban agrculture is a 
growing field and Epps said it address-
es major issues such as food insecurity 
and community viability.
Christina Verderosa asked the first 
Master Gardener question. “What can I 
do about my elderberry bush which has 
not bloomed?” Orband said that many 
fruit trees take several years to bloom, 
but you can also stimulate it by taking 
a sharp shovel and cutting around the 
root system.
York Poquoson VCE Agent Megan 
Tierney asked about alternatives for 
lawns. Orband recommended carex 
sedges, although they do not handle 
heavy traffic. Other options are lace 
ferns, dwarf comfrey and mondo grass, 
which while not a native, “is very du-
rable.”
Yvonne Hurst asked about pruning 
crape myrtles. Orband stressed that 
trees should be pruned early to train 
them. “Take care of them when they’re 
young.” However you shouldn’t over-
do it. “Get your plants to where you can 
enjoy them.”
Janet Rash asked what we as Master 
Gardeners can do to encourage the pub-
lic to adopt more sustainable practices. 
Orband had a number of suggestions.
“Encourage homeowners to read the la-
bel,” he said. “Don’t put anything in a 
space where you can’t manage it.”
Master Gardeners “are very well po-
sitioned to educate the public on these 
issues.”
Lewis added that Master Gardenrs are, 
“such a great resource.”
Vanessa Connell won one of the prizes, 
passes to the Gloucester Garden tour.
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Start planning for MG College
Master Gardener College won’t be 
coming up until September 19, but with 
registration opening in mid-May, it’s 
not too early to start planning to attend.
The Master Gardener College edition 
of the VMGA newsletter “In Season” 
has been issued and includes the rel-
evant dates, costs and lists the classes 
and speakers. You can also find infor-
mation at http://www.vmga.net/mgcol-
lege-2019.php.
Since the college will be in a new loca-
tion, in Norfolk,  there will be plenty 
of new places to visit on the tours on 
Thursday. The list includes Paradise 
Creek Nature Park, Norfolk Botanical 
Garden, Nauticus and the Battleship 
Wisconsin, the Hermitage Museum 
and Gardens and a tour of EMG learn-
ing projects.
There is also an all day tour of Private 
Gardens of Hampton Roads.
There is an impressive lineup of key-
note speakers. The program begins 
Friday morning with Mike Raupp, a 
professor and Extension specialist at 
the University of Maryland speaking 
on “What A Warming World Means 
for Plants, Pests and Their Natural En-
emies.”
Friday afternoon Frank Reilly will 
speak on “Extreme Gardening: What 
Changes in Climate Mean to Your Gar-
den and Your World and What You Can 

Do About It.” Reilly is an environmen-
tal scientist and a long time Virginia 
Master Gardener.
Dr. Holly Scoggins starts things off 
on Saturday with “How to be a Smart 
Plant Shopper.” Scoggins teaches 
courses in ornamental plant production, 
herbaceous landscape plants, green-
house management and public gardens 
manintenance and management.
Carl Hershner will speak on “Climate 
Change and NNBFs (Natural and Na-
ture-Based Features): Enlisting Nature 
to Deal with Nature,” on Saturday af-
ternoon. 
Things will wrap up on Sunday with 
entomologist John Goolsby speak-
ing on “Biological Control of Arundo 

donax, an Invasive Weed of the Rio 
Grande Basin,” followed by Bryce 
Lane speaking on “Seperated at Birth: 
How Genetics, Environment and Cul-
ture Affect Plant Growth.”
Since the college is being held off-site, 
registration costs will be higher. Full 
registration is $250 before July 15 and 
$275 after July 15. There are milestone 
discounts and a limited number of 
scholarships available.
Rooms are available at the Main and 
other downtown hotels. 
Attendees are urged to register early 
since classes are filled on a first come, 
first served basis.


