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January 
Happenings

January 3, 10, 17, 24, 31
Horticultural Therapy
10: 15 a.m.
James River Convalescent Center
Donations of flowers are welcome.
Contact Kathy Gallo for more infor-
mation.

January 6, 8, 13, 15, 20, 22, 27, 29
Help Desk
10 a.m.- 2 p.m.
VCE Office or work at home.
Contact Peggy Armstrong to volunteer.

January 4
Intern Meeting 8:30 a.m.
NNMGA Monthly Business Meeting
10 a.m.
VCE Office
Guest speaker Barb Foley
The Latest Research on Glyphosate
Note: This is a Saturday meeting.

January 11
February Newsletter Deadline
Submit stories, pictures, recipes, notes, 
events etc. to verderosachristina@
yahoo.com

Second Saturday: Ask a Master 
Gardener
Grissom Library
10 a.m.-12 p.m.

continued on page 5

Bee Byway is coming to 
Newport News
The Newport News Master Gardeners 
will be getting involved in an exciting 
new project for 2020, the Bee Byway.
As the Bee Byway Facebook page ex-
plains, because of “habitat fragmenta-
tion,” where green spaces are cut off 
from each other by human develop-
ment, populations of bumble bees be-
come isolated from one another. “Iso-
lated populations of wildlife die off.”
The purpose of the Bee Byway is to 
turn public spaces in Newport News 
that are one-third of a mile apart into 
an interconnected web of bumble bee 
habitat. The area of the proposed by-
way is bordered by the James River and 
Warwick Blvd. and Mercury Blvd and 
Newport News Park. The plan is “to 
create a complete bumble bee habitat, 
which includes overwintering sites for 
queen bumble bees, nesting sites for 
new colonies and diverse and continu-
ous food sources at each waystation.”
Joshua Nichols and Luke Marston are 
the coordinators of the Byway and will 
be speaking to NNMGA in February 
about the program, but Master Gar-
deners are already involved. Alison 
DeWitt and Sally Young helped plan 
the first site, located at the Newport 
News Green Foundation’s site next to 
the IHOP on Warwick Blvd. The Green 
Foundation and the City of Newport 
News are already heavily involved in 
the project. Organizers are hoping to 
have all the sites approved by March for 
a mass planting of native, bee friendly 

plants in the spring. DeWitt has been 
asking Master Gardeners for plants and 
seeds from their own gardens to con-
tribute to the sites. In a project update 
on Facebook, Nichols and Marston said 
they will be “planting over 1,000 seeds 
this winter.”
Educating homeowners and enlisting 
their help is a major part of the proj-
ect and worskshops are planned for 
the spring. Nichols and Marston hope 
to give out the surviving seedlings at 
those worskshops.
Although many sites have been iden-
tified, the organizers have asked that 
anyone who knows of a good site, 
please contact them. Sites must be 
close enough to make a continuous 
habitat without fragmentation.
For more information, please contact 
Alison DeWitt.



President’s Message
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Last spring, a visitor to our Info Ta-
ble at the Mariners’ Museum asked a 
simple question, “What events do you 
have coming up that I can attend?” And 
while we had a lot going on, we really 
didn’t have a regular schedule of pub-
lic events to show her. There was Go 
Green of course, but that was months 
away, and the Learning Garden seemed 
child-oriented to her. This simple en-
counter was the inspiration for two 
wonderful new projects in 2020. 
Second Saturday Info Tables begin on 
January 11 at Grissom Library from 10 
am to noon. Every winter month we 
will be at Grissom, answering ques-
tions, talking about horticulture and 
sustainable gardening practices, and 
promoting Extension Master Garden-
ing. During spring, summer and early 
fall months, our Second Saturday 
Info Table moves to the Grin & Grow 
Learning Garden where we will reach 
a different segment of our community. 
Taking our Info Table to more locations 
around the city enables us to educate 
more citizens. And we have discovered 
that we find more folks interested in 
Master Gardening through conversa-

tions at these tables than almost any 
other means. Working Interns and MGs 
take note — this is a new opportunity 
for you to earn your required hours — 
so sign up to help! 
On January 21 we kick off the Home 
Gardening Mini-Course — eight 
monthly presentations that are free and 
open to the public that cover a wide 
range of horticulture topics. All but 
one, a pruning workshop at the Grin 
& Grow Learning Garden, will be held 
at the Virginia Living Museum at 3:30 
pm. You’ll find the list of dates, topics 
and speakers on this page. I hope you’ll 
spread the word about this Lecture Se-
ries to all your friends, those you see 
socially and those with whom you 
share social media. This is the perfect 
way for folks to get a lot of information 
without taking the Master Gardening 
class. And, once our participants dis-
cover who we are and what we do, we 
think we will find some very excited 
Master Gardener prospects. Please help 
us get the word out about this exciting 
new educational event in our city. There 
is limited seating, so tell your friends to 

Reaching out to our community

As Master Gardeners we have plenty 
of horticultural knowledge to share 
with the community. In January, we 
will begin reaching out even more to 
our neighbors with the Home Gardener 
Mini-Course, a series of lectures and 
demonstrations on gardening basics.
Classes will be held at Virginia Living 
Museum at 3:30 p.m. 
Jan. 21: Winter Interest in the Garden. 
Discover plant choices that are visually 
thrilling when it’s cold outside!(Janet 
Rash) 
Feb. 25: Residential Landscape De-
sign. See the latest in design while 
keeping the Chesapeake Bay Water-
shed in mind! (Jeffrey Williams) 
Mar. 24: Environmentally Responsible 
Lawn Maintenance. If you must have a 
lawn, here are methods to do so without 
harming our waterways. (Barb Foley) 
Apr. 21: Growing Edibles — Eat your 
Yard. From containers to gardens; how 
to create your own edible landscape. 
(Dale Timmer) 
May 28: Flowers We Love - Master 
Gardener Favorites. No more guess-
ing. These are our reliable favorites for 
Newport News gardens. (Janet Rash) 
June 18: Backyard Actions for a Clean-
er Bay. Homeowners play an important 
role in protecting our soil and water 
resources. Discover what you can do! 
(Peggy Fox and Beth Smallridge) 
July 23: Tree and Shrub Pruning, A 
Hands-on Workshop in Riverview 
Farm Park. Don’t be afraid of pruning 
shears! Learn how to keep your plants 
healthy, safe and beautiful. (Nancy 
Bender and Christina Verderosa) 
Aug. 27: Native Selections-Trees, 
Shrubs and Perennials. You’ll learn to 
love the natives that support our wild-
life. This is a preview of the VLM Na-
tive Plant Sale. (Christina Verderosa 
and Sue Campbell) 

Coming in 2020, 
Home Gardener 
Mini-Course

Playing Garden Wheel of Fortune

Letter turner Vanessa Connell and wheel turner Kim Kurkjian do their 
best Vanna White impressions at the December meeting which featured 
“Wheel of Fortune” style garden and holiday puzzles.

continued on page 6



Book Study Group 
News
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Before there was Rosie the Riveter, 
there were the “farmerettes,” the wom-
en of the Women’s Land Army. Elaine 
Weiss tells their story in Fruits of Vic-
tory.
The Book Study Group will be discuss-
ing Fruits of Victory Monday January 
27 at 11:30 a.m. at Fuller’s in Poquo-
son. The review on barnesandnoble.
com says, “From 1917 to 1920 the 
Women’s Land Army sent more than 
twenty thousand urban women into 
rural America to take over farm work 
after the men went off to war and food 
shortages threatened the nation. These 
women, from all social and economic 

strata, lived together in communal 
camps and did what was considered 
“men’s work”: plowing fields, driving 
tractors, planting, harvesting, and haul-
ing lumber. The Land Army was a civil-
ian enterprise organized and financed 
by women. It insisted on fair labor 
practices and pay equal to male labor-
ers’ wages for its workers and taught 
women not only agricultural skills 
but also leadership and management 
techniques. Despite their initial skepti-
cism, farmers became the WLA’s loud-
est champions, and the “farmerette” 
was celebrated as an icon of American 
women’s patriotism and pluck.
“The WLA’s short but spirited life fore-
shadowed some of the most significant 
social issues of the twentieth century: 
women’s changing roles, the problem 
of class distinctions in a democracy, and 
the physiological and psychological 
differences between men and women.  
“The dramatic story of the WLA is 
vividly retold here using long-buried 
archival material, allowing a fascinat-
ing chapter of America’s World War I 
experience to be rediscovered.
Members can earn CE hours for read-
ing the books and participating in the 
discussions. All are welcome, includ-
ing interns. However, interns cannot 
count the hours toward their initial 50-
hour requirement. Members of other 
EMG units are also welcome. For more 
information, contact Jimmie Espich.

Spruce up your MG wardrobe in January

Beginning Saturday, January 11, 2020 
we will be conducting an information 
booth from 10AM-noon on the second 
Saturday of each month. During fall 
and winter, we will set up at Grissom 
Library. Spring and summer booths 
will be at our Grin & Grow Learning 
Garden at Riverview Farm Park.
We would like to have four Master Gar-
deners at each event. What better way 
to get three volunteer hours (including 
setup and breakdown). It’s a great way 
to let the public know more about what 
we do, recruit new Master Gardeners 
and share information with our neigh-
bors and community.
All events have been scheduled on the 
General Event Calendar as follows:
Grissom Library - Jan 11, Feb 8, Mar 
14, Oct 10, Nov 14, Dec 12
Grin & Grow - Apr 11, May 9, Jun 13, 
Jul 11, Aug 8
There will also be sign up sheets at our 
meetings.
PLEASE SIGN UP--YOU KNOW WE 
ALWAYS HAVE FUN!
Alison

Master Gardener 
Information Booths 
will start Jan.11

Ashley Powell will be taking orders 
for several apparel items at the January 
meeting:
$6 - Short-sleeved Irish green tees 
– good for working outside in any of 

our gardens with VCE Newport News 
Master Gardeners screen printed in yel-
low.  These can be worn by new MG 
interns, as well as current Master Gar-
deners.
$25 - Crewneck sweatshirts in several 
colors and embroidered with our logo.   

Master Gardeners only.
$30 - Soft shell zippered jackets avail-
able in several colors embroidered with 
our logo.  Master Gardeners only.
There is an additional charge for sizes 
XXL and up.  Please bring check or ex-
act change.

Get credit for all 
you do. Report 
your hours in 

VMS.
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Newport News Master Gardeners had an exciting night at the Watkins 
Early Childhood Center Family Literacy Night. Not only did they play 
games that taught children about the parts of a flower, they received a visit 
by a special guest, “The Book Fairy.” Left to right: Ray Robinson, Janet 
Rash, Book Fairy, aka Myra Lopez, Porschea Pearson, Barb O’Neill and 
Alison DeWitt.

Kids learn about flowers at
Watkins Literacy Night

(Above) Many of the children head-
ed straight for the photo board.
(Right) Janet Rash has an avid au-
dience as she helps children identify 
the parts of a flower.

VT student 
named NNMGA 
scholarship 
recipient

Katie Belesimo
The 2020 Dr. Rita Hubbard Scholar-
ship has been awarded to Virginia Tech 
student Katie Belesimo. The $1,000 
scholarship is awarded each year to a 
horticultural student, preferably from 
the Tidewater area. University profes-
sors make the selection. 
Katie sent us a short biography. “I’m 
pursuing an Environmental Horticul-
ture major and Urban Forestry minor. 
I’ve always had an interest for plants 
and trees; I grew up gardening with my 
family, visiting gardens and national 
parks, and trying (and failing) to care 
for houseplants. Now, I have a collec-
tion of very much alive plants and am 
enjoying my time at Virginia Tech. I’ve 
already learned so much about the 
green industry in such a short time; I 
look forward to learning more! I love 
continued on page 5
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Information table to answer questions 
from the public and distribute informa-
tion about upcoming events. For more 
information contact Alison DeWitt.

January 20, 21
TREX Drop-off days
Please bring your Trex plastic to the 
VCE office these days or the day of 
the monthly meeting. Please do not 
bring plastic on other days.

January 21
Home Gardening Mini-Course
Winter Interest in the Garden
3:30 p.m.
Virginia Living Museum
Contact Janet Rash for to volunteer to 
help.

January 27
Book Study Group
11:30 a.m.
Fuller’s Restaurant, Poquoson
Fruits of Victory by Elaine Weiss
Contact Jimmie Espich for more infor-
mation or to RSVP.

January Happenings
continued from page 1

being able to take classes with knowl-
edgeable professors who are passionate 
about what they do and care about their 
students. After I graduate, I’m consid-
ering going into tree care but would 
also love to work at a botanical garden. 
I’m keeping my options open; I love 
herbaceous and woody plants and am 
still deciding where I want to take my 
career.”
Funds for the Dr. Rita Hubbard schol-
arship come from the proceeds of our 
plant sales.

Scholarship
continued from page 4

EMGs, Interns recognized 
at December meeting

The December holiday party is a 
good time to recognize Master Gar-
deners for their achievements during 
the year. VCE ANR Jeffrey Williams 
handed out certificates to members 
who achieved significant goals in 
2019. 
Completing their internships and 
qualifying as Master Gardeners are 
(top left) Lee Landers, (center left) 
Gretchen Slack and (bottom left) 
Patty Kelcourse. The members also 
welcomed one of the newest members 
of our group Kim Kurkjian (below 
right) who is beginning her intern-
ship after graduating from training 
in November.

Long time member Carol Chubb 
became an emeritus MG.
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call our office at 757-591-4838 to reg-
ister, and post this event everywhere! 
One more change in 2020 will also be 
of interest to our working Interns and 
EMGs. The Grin & Grow Learning 
and Demonstration Gardens will hold 
monthly regular Saturday maintenance 
days beginning in the spring. If you 
want to put your gardening interest and 
expertise to work, get a bit dirty, and be 
a part of a wonderful team of dedicated 
MGs who have grown to love this mag-
ical garden, please join us and be a part 
of what we do! It’s a great way to learn 
best practices, discover new plants and 
get to know other Newport News Mas-
ter Gardeners. Watch the VMS calen-
dar for announcements of upcoming 
work days in the spring. 
2020 is going to be a wonderful year 
of partnership with the Virginia Living 
Museum, as well as outreach, growth 
and friendship for us as MGs. Happy 
New Year! 
Janet 

President’s Message
contiued from page 2

NNMGA gives 
to THRIVE

Once again, NNMGA members con-
ducted a food drive at the December 
holiday party for THRIVE Peninsula, 
THRIVE assists families, single moth-
ers, seniors and others in need.
Beth Smallridge (above), who is also 
a regular volunteer for THRIVE or-
ganized the drive. Master Gardeners 
contributed over 100 lbs. of food and 
collected 30 pairs of shoes. The shoes, 
which THRIVE accepts in any condi-
tion, are sent to Haiti and repurposed. 
In addition to food assistance, THRIVE  
provides financial counseling to assist 
needy families.
For more information visit www.thrive-
peninsula.org. 

Go Green help wanted
After a well-deserved rest, the Go 
Green committee will be back in busi-
ness in January, planning for the 2020 
event. Chair Charlie Tiedeken is look-
ing for help in several areas, particular-
ly exhibitors and sponsorship and mar-
keting. For more information contact 
Charlie at cjt2453@aol.com.


